
Beginning Genealogical Research 
 
 
 

  

This is you… 
You’re number 
ONE! 
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Sticky Note
Kids are meant to complete as much of this as they can prior to beginning the process of learning how to do genealogical research.

Because US Census data isn't made public for 72 years after each census, it's helpful if kids 11-14 know the names of their great-great grandparents, date-of-birth, date of marriage, etc in order to get started.  

Incidentally, marriage certificates are great!  They typically have the most accurate and complete data.  Ask kids to think about why that is.  Tell kids that death certificate data is typically the least reliable.  What's the relationship between the two documents? Why might they be the most and least reliable?

In truth, everyone is happy about a wedding, and the data is about the person reporting the data. The individuals are the most likely to know the names of their parents, date and place of their birth, etc.

Information for death certificates cannot be provided by the deceased. The person who provides the information may or may not be closely related or have a great amount of information about the individual.  Or have the resources to find it.



Who do you think you are?  
 
 
Before you start your research, jot down a few lines about who you think you are. 
 
I am               
 
and               
 
and               
 
 
My family is              
 
and               
 
and               
 
 
My people are from             
 
and               
 
and               
 
 
We celebrate              
 
and               
 
 
We like              
 
and               
 
 
We do things together, like            
 
and               
 
  
I’ll be surprised to discover that           
 
and               
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Sticky Note
Teachers, here it is, a window into the personal and relevant lives of your students.

It's no surprise that students respond to curriculum that is personally relevant, but it's often hard to figure out what might be relevant to a kid when you have a limited amount of time together and most of that time is focused on covering material.  

One of the greatest gifts of this curriculum is that it brings the real and lived experiences of your students, and their families, into the classroom and it starts right here.



Typical Questions for Family History Interview 
 

 

Where did you live when you were growing up? How did your family come to live there? Were 
there other family members in the area? Who?  

 

 

 

What, if any, religion or faith did your family have? 

 

 

What kinds of family traditions did you have?  

• Holidays 
• Birthdays 
• Family dinners/traditional foods & recipes  

 

What older relatives do you remember, and what do you remember about them?  

• Nicknames  
• Where they lived 
• Any traditions associated with them?  

 

What family stories have you heard about:  

• Your parents?   
• Your grandparents?  
• More distant relatives? 

 

 
à Important reminder: Some of these questions are really personal and may feel 
uncomfortable.  If that happens, keep moving. Do not feel like you need to answer any or all 
of these questions.  Tell the story that is important to you. ß 



Are you adopted? What is your adoption story? Do you and your family share the same ancestry? 
Do you and your family bring the different cultural experiences together? 

 

 

What stories have you heard about your family’s origins and your family member’s presence in 
America?	

	

	

What is the history of your family’s last name? In particular, what do you know about changes in 
spelling and underlying reasons? Do you get your last name from your mother, father, or is it a 
combination?	

	

	

Is there a naming tradition in your family? (Example: giving the firstborn son the name of his 
father or grandfather).  Who are you named after? Is there a story about that?	

	

Has your family passed down any special keepsakes, heirlooms, books, photos or other 
memorabilia, including scrapbooks or newspaper clippings?  	

	

	

What values do your family find most important? For example, does your family tend to strongly 
value education, faith, work ethic, patriotism, etc.? 
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Information about you 
Full name 
 

 

Place and date of birth 
 

 

Education 
• Elementary 
• Middle/High school 

 

Other autobiographical information: music, sports, honors, etc. 
 
 
 
 
The people who care for you (near and far) 
Were you adopted? Do you know your 
biological parents? 
 
Biological mother’s name and date of birth 
 
Biological father’s name and date of birth	

	

Were you raised by someone else 
(grandparent, aunt/uncle, etc.)?   
 
What are their names and dates of birth?	

	

Parent/Step-Parent/Caregiver’s full name  
 
Place and date of birth 
 

 

Place and date of death 
 

 

Education 
• High School 
• College (degree and year of graduation) 

 

Military Service 
• Service rank and branch 

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Other autobiographical information: employment, honors, etc. 
 
 
 
Family anecdotes and stories: 
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Sticky Note
We tried to be as inclusive as possible here, and represent the many ways that families are families.



Parent/Step-Parent/Caregiver’s full name 
 
Place and date of birth 
 

 

Place and date of death 
 

 

Education 
• High School 
• College (degree and year of graduation) 

 

Military Service 
• Service rank and branch 

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Other autobiographical information: employment, honors, etc. 
 
 
 
Family anecdotes and stories: 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent/Step-Parent/Caregiver’s full name 
 
Place and date of birth 
 

 

Place and date of death 
 

 

Education 
• High School 
• College (degree and year of graduation) 

 

Military Service 
• Service rank and branch 

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Other autobiographical information: employment, honors, etc. 
 
 
 
Family anecdotes and stories: 
 
 
 
 
 



Parent/Step-Parent/Caregiver’s full name 
 
Place and date of birth 
 

 

Place and date of death 
 

 

Education 
• High School 
• College (degree and year of graduation) 

 

Military Service 
• Service rank and branch	

 

Place and date of marriage 
 

 

Other autobiographical information: employment, honors, etc. 
 
 
 
Family anecdotes and stories: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Any other relevant information: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from the © New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2014 


