
Driving Your Own Research/Designing Your Own Experiment 
 
What are you interested in learning more about? List several things! 

• 			

• 		

• 		

• 		

• 	

 
Got an idea or ideas?  Great!  Talk to your teacher or a classmate to plan next steps. 
 
Have an idea and need resources?  Talk to your teacher or a friend! 
 
Idea:   
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Steps: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t know where to start?  No problem (I’ve been there!). 
 
Take a look at some of the suggestions and possibilities that are in the back of your workbook.  
 
What looks good?  

• 		

• 		

• 	

elizabethwright
Sticky Note
One of the foundational components of this curriculum is the intentional time and space made for students to dig in and do additional research. 

This can be an uncomfortable space for students and teachers alike; students aren't used to being able to do what they want, and teachers aren't used to surrendering control, letting students stumble through and be completely comfortable with not knowing.

I'm asking you to trust us.  

Your students/kids will come up with the most amazing questions, ideas and interests.

Our job is to corral resources, ask questions, push critical and explanatory thinking. 

elizabethwright
Sticky Note
These questions are designed to get kids thinking about what they're interested in, and what direction they might like to go in their individual research.

This process is wildly different for each student. Some have three ideas immediately, narrow it down in an hour, design and implement from there.

Other kids struggle with autonomy.  Don't read this as a lack of interest, rather, as a lack of experience.  This is why there are 20 pages of ideas as part of the curriculum; sometimes kids just need a nudge.  A starting place.

Be patient and remeber that these skills are grounded in NGSS.

elizabethwright
Sticky Note
When I do this in my own classroom, I tell students that they can use any of the resources in the classroom, materials from home that they don't have to purchase, materials they want to purchase under $5 total, and (because my school provided an account at the local grocery store), anything from the local grocery store within reason.

Over the years I've had kids try to determine if Orbit gum was truly a successful cleaner, test the efficacy of toothpaste on eggshell stains, design an alternative procedure for DNA extraction, do a DNA extraction on a dog, etc.  I've seen kids research their family genealogy back 11 generations (and more!).  Agency can be scary, but kids will navigate it and soar.



Now what? 
 
 
What do you want to know about these things? 
 
 
 
Want to design an experiment? 
 
 
 
Want to do more research? 
 
 
 
 
 
Ideas: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Steps: 

 




